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Promotion & Tenure Narrative for DR. EVELINA W. STERLING 
Assistant to Associate Professor at Kennesaw State University (KSU) 

College of Humanities & Social Sciences (CHSS), Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice (SCJ) 
 

[#] INDICATES LINKS TO SUPPLEMENTAL EVIDENCE IN DIGITAL MEASURES 
Embedded hyperlinks are also provided, directly linking to relevant external evidence 

 
I arrived at KSU in F14 as a part-time instructor, followed in Sp15 as a Limited-Term Assistant 

Professor, F15 as a Lecturer, Sp17 as tenure-track Assistant Professor (with 2 years credit), and finally 

Sp19 with a joint appointment between the SCJ and the Office of Research, as both Assistant Professor of 

Sociology and Director of Research Development & Strategic Initiatives. In addition to having Graduate 

Faculty status, I am an affiliate with Gender & Women’s Studies, the School of Conflict Management & 

Peacebuilding, and the MS in Integrative Biology (MSIB) program as a Bridges mentor. In each of these 

roles, I have dedicated myself to KSU’s priorities in excellence in teaching, research, and service. In this 

narrative, I offer self-reflection and key examples of exceeding the standards for promotion to associate 

professor and tenure according to SCJ ‘s guidelines. This excellence has been recognized through the 

2018 Outstanding Early Career Faculty Awards from both the SCJ [4] and CHSS [2,3] and the 2019 

Outstanding Early Career Faculty Award from KSU and the KSU Foundation [1], as well as positive annual 

reviews (ARDs/FPAs) and attention from KSU President Whitten [127,128] and the Office of Research [7].  

I.  TEACHING -- In this section, I demonstrate how I exceed the SCJ criteria for noteworthiness in 

teaching according to the SCJ P&T guidelines [PTG, p. 5]. More specifically, I 1) Utilize diverse and 

effective pedagogical strategies, as evidenced in syllabi, lesson materials, teaching philosophy, and student 

feedback, 2) Use a variety of materials and techniques to enhance student learning and engagement, 3) 

Encourage student engagement both within and outside the classroom, 4) Demonstrate a commitment to 

continued improvement, and 5) Demonstrate effective advising and mentoring.  

A.     Course Development & Teaching Effectiveness -- Since becoming full-time faculty at KSU, I have 

taught 33 courses (consisting of 9 lower-division and 24 upper-division) with 1,088 students, an average 

https://chss.kennesaw.edu/scj/about/faculty-staff.php
https://chss.kennesaw.edu/scj/about/faculty-staff.php
https://research.kennesaw.edu/about/staff.php
https://bridges.kennesaw.edu/mentors.php
https://chss.kennesaw.edu/scj/resources/Promotion_Tenure%20Sociology%20and%20Criminal%20Justice%2012_5_2018.pdf
https://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication/?i=575901
https://chss.kennesaw.edu/scj/resources/Promotion_Tenure%20Sociology%20and%20Criminal%20Justice%2012_5_2018.pdf
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weighted course evaluation of a 3.8 (out of 4), and an average response rate of 37%. Eleven (11) of these 

courses were new course preparations with 3 of these being developed for the first time online or hybrid 

(see Table 1).  

TABLE 1:  Overview of teaching (2015-2019) 

Total # of courses = 33 
Total # online = 14  
Total # of students = 1,088 
Weighted overall course 
evaluation avg. = 3.8 (out of 4) 
Avg. response rate = 37% 
*New course preps (Total=11) 

TABLE KEY:   
COURSE # Face-to-Face 
(F2F), Online, or Hybrid -- 
mean of means for course 
evaluations (# of 
responses/total # of students 
enrolled in course) 

Spring 2015  
SOCI 2201-04 F2F– 3.3 (23/87) 
SOCI 2201-01 F2F– 3.8 (12/35) 
SOCI 3310 F2F – 3.7 (13/24) 
*SOCI 3310 Online – 3.6 (12/29) 
*SOCI 4442 F2F– 3.8 (14/35) 
Syllabi: [103,106,109,112,115] 
Evals:  [105,108,111,114,117] 

Fall 2015  Spring 2016  Summer 2016  
SOCI 2105 F2F -- 3.7 (16/83) 
SOCI 3310 Online – 3.8 (10/28) 
*SOCI 3314 F2F– 3.4 (14/39) 
Syllabi: [96,98,100] 
Evals: [97,99,102] 

SOCI 3310 Online – 3.8 (11/30) 
*SOCI 3380 F2F – 3.8 (17/38) 
*SOCI 4499 Online – 3.9 (13/30) 
Course release due to 
development of 2 new online 
courses (SOCI 2210 & 4445) 
Syllabi: [86,89,93]  
Evals: [88,92,95] 

SOCI 2105 Online – 3.8 (7/28) 
SOCI 3314 Online – 3.7 (10/29) 
Syllabi: [82,84] 
Evals: [83,85] 

Fall 2016  Spring 2017  Summer 2017  
*SOCI 2210 Online – 3.8 (10/29) 
SOCI 3314 F2F – 3.9 (11/39) 
SOCI 4442-01 F2F – 3.8 (5/39) 
SOCI 4442-02 F2F – 3.9 (8/39) 
SOCI 4499 Online -- 3.7 (10/25) 
Syllabi: [65,68,73,76,79] 
Evals: [67,71,75,78,81] 

SOCI 2210 Online – 3.7 (10/30) 
SOCI 4442 F2F – 4.0 (18/31) 
*SOCI 4445 Online – 3.8 (9/29) 
Syllabi: [53,58,62] 
Evals: [55,61,64] 
 

SOCI 2210 Online – 3.9 (4/28) 
SOCI 3310 Online – 4.0 (2/28) 
Syllabi: [47,50] 
Evals: [49,52] 

Fall 2017  Spring 2018  Summer 2018  
SOCI 1101 F2F – 3.6 (23/38) 
SOCI 3380 F2F – 3.9 (12/22) 
Course release due to grant 
funding 
Syllabi: [41,43]  Evals: [42,44] 

*SOCI 2251 Online – 3.7 (15/27) 
*SOCI 3320 Hybrid – 3.9 (10/25) 
Course release due to new 
tenure track position 
Syllabi: [31,34]  Evals: [33,37] 

SOCI 3310 Online– 4.0 (5/27) 
Syllabi: [28] 
Evals: [30] 

Fall 2018  Spring 2019  Fall 2019  
SOCI 3380 F2F – 3.7 (19/25) 
SOCI 4442 F2F – 3.7 (23/36) 
Course release due to 
Outstanding Early Career Award 
Syllabi: [21,25] 
Evals: [24,27] 

SOCI 4442 F2F – 3.8 (19/31) 
*SOCI 4443 F2F – 3.9 (14/25) 
Course release due to grant 
funding 
Syllabi: [15,18] 
Evals: [17,20] 

*SOCI 4200 F2F – 40 students 
2 course releases due to grant 
funding & joint appointment with 
Office of Research 
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 Teaching is definitely one of the most rewarding aspects of working at KSU. I constantly strive to 

be an effective and engaging educator by providing clear and informative syllabi and lesson materials and 

soliciting and responding to mid-term feedback [16,19,22,26,29,32,35,48,51,54,59,63,66,69,74,77,80, 

87,90,94,104,107,110,113,116]. My students consistently comment positively on my enthusiasm, 

knowledge of the subject, and preparedness/organization. For more information on the qualitative 

comments, please see course evaluations. When I encountered some difficulty with SOCI 3314 and a large 

section (90 student) of SOCI 2201, I actively sought the advice of other faculty and incorporated their 

suggestions, improving my course evaluations (for SOCI 3314:  from 3.3 (F15) to 3.7 (Su16) & 3.9 (F16) 

and for the large section of SOCI 2210—from 3.3 (Sp16) to 3.7 (F15) for the large section of SOCI 2205). 

For SOCI 3314 (Race & Ethnicity), I added a creative assignment that involved a Pecha Kucha 

presentation to explore students’ racial identities which resulted in an article co-authored with Drs. Linda 

Treiber and Ravi Ghadge being sent out for review in F20 [178]. For the large introductory classes, I added 

small group discussions which allowed for more individualized attention within a large setting.  

B. Student Engagement – High impact practices (HIP) are teaching and learning practices that have 

been widely tested as beneficial for college students from many backgrounds. Given my strong research 

and community engagement background, I have always incorporated these aspects to support my overall 

teaching philosophy centering on experiential learning. More specifically, I am heavily involved with 

undergraduate research (UR) both in and outside the classroom [119,161,163,229,230], receiving a 

Creative Activities & Research Experiences in Teams (CARET) award [159,160], two Undergraduate 

Research & Creative Activity (URCA) awards [137,152], and sending 12 students to four different NCUR 

conferences [see CV]. This includes incorporating UR into the final project for my SOCI 3380 course 

leading to several NCUR presentations [23]. As a leader in UR at KSU, I served as the Chair of a Faculty 

Learning Community (FLC) focusing on UR across campus in (AY18-19) [139,140]. Because of its success 

and strong mutli-disciplinary approach, this undergraduate research FLC was renewed for AY19-20 to 

https://cetl.kennesaw.edu/hips
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further explore more advanced issues related to UR which could help inform KSU’s new Quality 

Enhancement Plan (QEP) focusing on UR [136]. 

Further highlighting active learning and community engagement, I received a Teaching Incentive 

Grant (TIG) from CHSS to take my F18 Society, Community, and Health (SOCI 3380) students on a field 

trip to the CDC Museum, bridging theory and practice [141-143]. Similarly, with my Race & Ethnicity (SOCI 

3314) [70,101], Deviance & Social Control (SOCI 4442) [60], Society, Community and Health (SOCI 3380) 

[91] and Exploring the Aging Network (SOCI 3320) [36] classes, I regularly incorporated field trips to KSU’s 

Zuckerman Museum of Art to stress the connection between art and society through their curated exhibits. I 

also regularly invite guest speakers into my classes for real world applications (SOCI 1101 (discussing the 

impacts of reality television and artificial intelligence on society), SOCI 3314 (KSU’s Office of Diversity & 

Inclusion), SOCI 3320 (Alzheimer’s Association, Cobb County Senior Services, Georgia Department of 

Public Health, etc.), and SOCI 3380 and 4442 (WellStar Health System’s Director of Ethics)) (see syllabi).   

C. Continuous Improvement -- Because effective teaching is a cornerstone of KSU, I have fully 

participated in programming to continually develop and improve my teaching skills. I was selected to 

participate in CETL’s Quick Starters Learning Community for new faculty which examined the research-

based evidence for what behaviors of new faculty lead to long-term success [169,245]. To improve my 

online teaching skills, I successfully completed Build a Web Course [246], Skills Update Workshop [244], 

Advanced Skills Update Workshop [242], Large Enrollment Online Courses [243], Building and Teaching 

Hybrid Training [240] through CHSS’ Office of Distance Education as well as the Distance Learning 

Center’s Accessibility Basics Series [241]. I also completed the Writing across the Curriculum (WAC) 

fellows program focusing on updating online SOCI 4499 (writing intensive Senior Seminar) to incorporate 

scaffolding and peer reviews as part of their final capstone paper, resulting in positive student feedback 

[167,168]. In 2017, I received an Affordable Learning Georgia (ALG) grant from USG with Dr. Daniel Farr to 

re-develop Social Problems online (SOCI 2251) to exclusively utilize free and low-cost course materials 

https://engagement.kennesaw.edu/
https://engagement.kennesaw.edu/
https://www.cdc.gov/museum/index.htm
https://arts.kennesaw.edu/zuckerman/


5 
 

[164]. Moreover, I co-authored a Scholarship in Teaching and Learning (SoTL) article with Dr. Daniel Farr 

published in the Journal of Public & Professional Sociology (2018) exploring critical issues related to online 

teaching, student success, and academic integrity in sociology [185].  

D. Supervision & Mentoring — In addition to my regular teaching, I taught 5 directed studies 

courses (SOCI 4440):  Society, Health, and the Deaf Community (Sp19) [13,14]; Exploring the Deaf 

Network (Sp18) [38,40]; Deaf Culture & Society (F17) [45,46]; Food, Health and Society (Sp17) [56,57]; 

and Cancer & Society (F16) [72]. My directed studies work with sociology majors Joi and Frank Greco 

focusing on Deaf students in higher education resulted in them being recognized by KSU News [39], and 

my directed studies work with integrative studies student Caroline Benefield resulted in her presenting her 

research on cancer hospital marketing at the Georgia Public Health Association meeting [153]. Other 

undergraduate students that I have also worked with include:  biology majors Eun Sol Chang as mentor for 

her honors project [255,256] and Amber Adair who presented her research on pregnant opioid users at the 

Georgia Public Health Association meeting (2019) [247]. In 2015, I received the Star Professor Award from 

the Academy for Inclusive Learning and Social Growth [5,6].  

In terms of graduate students, I served on the dissertation committee of KSU’s WellStar School of 

Nursing Doctor of Nursing Science student Portia Thomas [252-254]. My work with Portia also resulted in a 

peer-reviewed book chapter on global trends in HIV nondisclosure [184]. I served on the thesis committees 

of MS in Integrative Biology student Tequila Porter [248] and MS in Criminal Justice student Tori Starks 

[250,251]. I also served as Tequila’s mentor and GRA supervisor, resulting in 3 major presentations 

[199,202,203] and recognition by KSU [259,260]. Tequila was recently accepted to the PhD program in 

healthcare administration at University of California at Davis. I mentored MS in Quality Assurance student 

Brandon McCollum as part of my CARET grant resulting in a presentation at the Georgia Gerontology 

Society [162,215]. In AY19-20, I will be expanding my research team to include 2 Bridges/MSIB GRAs 

https://news.kennesaw.edu/stories/2018/graduates_sociology.php
https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/dns_etd/7/
https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/integrbiol_etd/39/
https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/mscj_etd/6/
https://news.kennesaw.edu/stories/2019/graduate-2019-integrative-biology.php
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[129], an MSW GRA (funded by my NIH grant), a GRA received through the KSU Graduate College 

competitive process [131], and a post-doctoral researcher [130].  

I also served as an Evaluation Project Advisor to Emory MPH Student Irenose Ivebaze [257,258] 

and Internship Advisor for Emory MPH student Cidney Wilson [261] as they assisted me with research on 

menstrual health as part of my involvement with the Society for Menstrual Cycle Research (SMCR). 

Because the MCAT exam recently changed their exam to include significant sections on the psychosocial 

aspects of medicine and health, I developed and co-taught the sociology and critical analysis sections for 

the MCAT preparation class provided by the KSU College of Professional Education, providing further 

mentorship to KSU students applying to medical school [262-264].  

II. RESEARCH & SCHOLARSHIP -- In this section, I demonstrate how I exceed the SCJ criteria for 

noteworthiness in research and scholarship by earning well more than the required 4 points [PTG, p. 8-9].  

Overall, my research is applied, relevant, and meaningful. Between 2014 and 2019, I published 4 peer-

reviewed journal articles and 6 academic book chapters and received 5 external grants (totaling over 

$650,000) [see Table 2]. Additionally, I gave 28 refereed professional presentations with 8 involving 

students [see CV; 199-218] (including being selected for the CHSS Dean’s Lecture Series [158,200]) and 

received over $59,000 in internal KSU funding (see CV; 136,137,139,142,145,148,52,156,159,167,169]. 

TABLE 2:  Summary of peer-reviewed publications and external grants (2014-2019) 

1.  Published Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles (2014-2019) 
Authors and Title Journal  Impact 

Factor 
(2018). Benjamin G. Druss, Manasvini Singh, Silke von Esenwein, 
Sherry Jenkins-Tucker, Gretl E. Glick, Stephanie Tapscott, Cathy A. 
Lally, and Evelina W. Sterling. “Peer-Led Medical Disease Self-
Management for Patients with Serious Mental Illness:  A Randomized 
Trial.”  [182,183] 

Psychiatric 
Services 
 

2.253 
 

(2018). Evelina W. Sterling and Daniel Farr. (2018). “Mix(ed/ing) 
Messages: Online Teaching, Student Success, and Academic Integrity in 
Sociology.”  [185] 

Journal of 
Public & 
Professional 
Sociology 

Unranked 
 

https://cpe.kennesaw.edu/blog/2016/04/06/new-course-mcat-exam-preparation/
https://chss.kennesaw.edu/scj/resources/Promotion_Tenure%20Sociology%20and%20Criminal%20Justice%2012_5_2018.pdf
https://ps.psychiatryonline.org/
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(2016). Mary A. Driscoll, Mary C. Davis, Leona S. Aiken, Eleen Yeung, 
Evelina Weidman Sterling, Vien Vanderhoof, Karim Anton Callis, 
Vaishali Popat, Sharon N. Covington, Lawrence M. Nelson. 
“Psychosocial Vulnerability, Resilience Resources, and Coping with 
Infertility:  A Longitudinal Model of Adjustment to Primary Ovarian 
Insufficiency.”  [188,189] 

Annals of 
Behavioral 
Medicine 

3.575 
 

(2014). Laura Keyes, Deborah R. Philips, Evelina W. Sterling, Tyrone 
Manegdeg, Maureen Kelly, Grace Trimble, and Cheryl Mayerik. 
“Transforming the Way We Live Together—A Model to Move 
Communities from Policy to Implementation.” [190,191] 

Journal of 
Aging & Social 
Policy 

1.24 
 

2.  Published & In Press Peer-Reviewed Book Chapters (2014-2019) 
Citation Publisher  

(Status) 
Sense 

Ranking of 
Academic 
Publishers 

(2019) “Learning about What’s Down There:  Body Images below the 
Belt and Menstrual Education” by Peggy Stubbs and Evelina Sterling in 
The Handbook of Critical Menstrual Studies, Editors:  Chris Bobel, 
Breanne Fahs, Katie Ann Hassan, Elisabeth Kissling,Tomi-Ann Roberts, 
and Inga Winkler. [180,181] 

Palgrave 
(In Press) 

B 
 

(2019). “Before Your Time:  When Menopause Comes Early” by Evelina 
Sterling, Christine Eads, Starr Vuchitich, and Catherine Gordon in 
Transitioning:  Reflections on Menopause, Editors: Heather Dillaway and 
Joani Mortenson. [174,175] 

Demeter Press 
(In Press) 

Humanities 
& social 

sciences 
press 

(2018)  “HPV and Vaccines” by Evelina Sterling and Wendy Simonds in 
Sex Matters:  The Sexuality and Society Reader, 5th Edition. Editors: 
Mindy Stombler, Dawn Baunach, Elisabeth Burgess, Wendy Simonds, 
and Elroi Windsor. [179] 

WW Norton & 
Company 
(Published) 

C 
 

(2018). “Global Trends in Criminalizing HIV Nondisclosure: Implications 
for Nursing Practice” by Jennifer Kilty, Evelina Sterling, and Portia 
Thomas in Case Studies in Global Health Policy Nursing, Editors:  Mary 
de Chesnay and Genie Dorman. [184] 

Springer 
(Published) 

B 
 

(2017). “Messages from the Field:  Considering the Audience’s Needs” 
by Diana Karczmarczyk and Evelina Sterling in Health and Safety 
Communication:  A Practical Guide Forward, Editors:  David S. 
Anderson and Richard E. Miller. [186] 

Routledge 
(Published) 

B 
 

(2016). “Transforming the Way We Live Together:  A Model to Move 
Communities from Policy to Implementation” Laura Keyes, Deborah R. 
Phillips, Evelina Sterling, Tyrone Manegdeg, Maureen Kelly, Grace 
Trimble, and Cheryl Mayerick  in International Perspectives on Age-
Friendly Cities, Editors:  Francis G. Caro and Kelly G. Fitzgerald. [187] 

Routledge 
(Published) 

B 
 

3. Funded External Grants (2014-2019) 
Grant Title Funding Agency Role Award Amount 

& Project Dates 
Ethics Supplement for “Healthy Together” 
[132,133] 

National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) 

PI $113,175 
(2019-2020) 

https://academic.oup.com/abm
https://www.researchgate.net/journal/0895-9420_Journal_of_Aging_Social_Policy
https://www.researchgate.net/journal/0895-9420_Journal_of_Aging_Social_Policy
http://www.sense.nl/gfx_content/documents/ABCDE-indeling%20Scientific%20Publishers%20SENSE_approved_May_2009.pdf
http://www.sense.nl/gfx_content/documents/ABCDE-indeling%20Scientific%20Publishers%20SENSE_approved_May_2009.pdf
http://www.sense.nl/gfx_content/documents/ABCDE-indeling%20Scientific%20Publishers%20SENSE_approved_May_2009.pdf
http://www.sense.nl/gfx_content/documents/ABCDE-indeling%20Scientific%20Publishers%20SENSE_approved_May_2009.pdf
https://demeterpress.org/
https://demeterpress.org/
https://demeterpress.org/
https://demeterpress.org/
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R15 AREA Grant -- “Healthy Together:  A Self-
Management and Support Program for Low-
Income African American Men with Multiple 
Chronic Conditions” [125,126] 

National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) 
 

PI $404,363 
(2019-2022) 

 

“The Bridge Project:  Overcoming Community 
and Policy Barriers to Treatment of Pregnant 
Women Addicted to Opioids in Rural North 
Georgia”  [120,121] 

Georgia Health 
Foundation 

PI $18,000 
(2018-2019) 

 

“Expanding HIV, Hep C, and Substance Use 
Services to Underserved Populations” 
[122-124] 

Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health 
Services 
Administration 
(SAMHSA)  

Co-
Investigator/ 
Evaluation 
Consultant 

$2,500,000 
(KSU 

subcontract 
$100,000+) 

(2018-2023) 
“Developing an Online Low-Cost Social 
Problems Course.” [164] 

ALG Textbook 
Transformation 
Grant from USG 

Co-PI $10,000 
(2017) 

 
  

Most of my research focuses on two major areas:  1) Physical and mental chronic conditions and 

2) Women’s and reproductive health. Although much of my research and publications predates my arrival 

at KSU, this initial work provided me with a strong foundation to further my research agenda by continuing 

to publish and receive significant external funding on these topics at KSU. Currently, I have a Research 

Gate score of 18.54 and according to Google Scholar, a total h-index of 8 (the author-level metric that 

attempts to measure both the productivity and citation impact of the publications of a scholar) and a total 

i10 index of 7 (which measures the number of publications with at least 10 citations).  

In terms of my research on chronic conditions, I published 4 main peer-reviewed articles between 

2009 and 2018 addressing the self-management of chronic conditions for those with serious mental illness 

resulting in 371 citations. [182,193,197,198]. This previous research and associated publications served as 

the basis of my most recent successful R15 AREA grant application at KSU entitled ““Healthy Together:  A 

Self-Management and Support Program for Low-Income African American Men with Multiple Chronic 

Conditions” which was funded by the NIH in February 2019 in the amount of $404,363 [125,126]. NIH R15 

AREA grants are highly competitive. In 2018, the NIH received 1,796 R15 AREA grant applications and 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Evelina_Sterling
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Evelina_Sterling
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=S_chcuUAAAAJ&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=S_chcuUAAAAJ&hl=en
https://report.nih.gov/success_rates/
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funded only 309, resulting in a success rate of 17.2%. Most recently, my ethics supplement to focus on 

bioethical issues affecting low-income African American men has been awarded by the NIH for $113,175 

[132,133]. Further integrating my research with teaching, NIH R15 AREA grants require the use of 

undergraduate researchers so they play an important plan in my research strategy. These scholarly 

achievements have already been publically recognized by KSU’s Sentinel [8], Atlanta Journal Constitution 

(AJC) [9], and National Public Radio (NPR) [10]. 

For my other main research focus on women’s and reproductive health, I published 5 peer-

reviewed articles between 2010 and 2018 focusing on the psychosocial effects of primary ovarian 

insufficiency (POI) resulting in 165 citations [188,192,194,195,196]. I also co-authored four consumer 

health books addressing infertility-related issues between 2000 and 2010 [see CV]. Again, this previous 

scholarship has allowed me to build my research agenda at KSU to include additional publications and 

grant funding targeting women’s and reproductive health, including most recently an $18,000 Georgia 

Health Foundation grant [120,121] to assess the cultural and community barriers for pregnant opioid users 

in rural North Georgia (recognized by KSU’s Sentinel [12] and the Office of Research [7]) and 2 peer-

reviewed book chapters on menstrual health currently in press [11,174,175,180,181] and 1 chapter on HPV 

[179}.  I am also collaborating with a colleague at Emory University on an NIH R03 grant application 

focusing on pregnancy among women with disabilities. Although we received a favorable score, it did not 

meet the payline so we will be revising and resubmitting this proposal in F19 [134,135]. My interest in 

gender issues also led to my receiving a Fellowship from the KSU Office of Diversity & Inclusion (AY17-18) 

which explored the unique needs of KSU students who are also parents [148,149]. 

My growing interest in the opioid epidemic and related co-morbidities such as HIV and hepatitis C 

has allowed me to expand into these areas, especially with regard to vulnerable populations, including a 

peer-reviewed book chapter focusing criminalizing HIV nondisclosure [184] and a $2.5 million SAMHSA 

grant (in conjunction with a community-based organization Someone Cares) to develop and evaluate HIV, 

http://ksusentinel.com/2019/03/11/professors-receive-nih-grant-for-research-on-health-disparities/
https://www.ajc.com/news/local/kennesaw-state-professors-awarded-grant-study-health-disparities/nOQNksSspGPTm8Jy0BMZlK/
https://www.wabe.org/episode/closer-look-npr-tv-critic-eric-deggans-ksu-researchers-receive-400k-grant-to-improve-health-outcomes-among-african-american-men-with-multiple-chronic-conditions/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=S_chcuUAAAAJ&hl=en
http://ksusentinel.com/2018/11/05/professors-research-aims-to-assist-pregnant-women-with-drug-addiction/
https://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication/?i=575901
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HCV, and substance use services for underserved populations [122-124]. I also received a $15,000 seed 

money grant with Dr. Saul Alamilla from KSU’s Office of Research [145-147] to conduct a needs 

assessment looking at the opioid epidemic in rural north in order to develop competitive proposals for 

federal grants addressing this critical issue and ultimately leading to the aforementioned Georgia Health 

Foundation grant [120,121]. Given KSU’s unique geographic location, my future plans involve expanding 

my work on rural health to establish KSU as a leader in health disparities, particularly those affecting rural 

North Georgia/Southern Appalachia and increasing my research on older adults [190,191]. 

Currently, I am working with Dr. Linda Treiber on two major research projects:  1) Analyzing 

interview data about being diagnosed with early stage and curable cancer funded by an internal CETL 

grant [156-158] and 2) A textbook manuscript for Sage (due Su20) focusing on experiencing illness 

[170,171]. I am also just starting the 2nd Edition of my book Your Child’s Teeth:  A Complete Guide for 

Parents with Johns Hopkins University Press, an elite A level academic press [172,173]. 

Research Collaboration and Collegiality -- My research and scholarly reputation is further 

evidenced in the relationships I have developed at KSU and within the broader research field. As a result, I 

stress collaboration in all my projects, particularly focusing on capacity building. More specifically, I have 

developed key relationships with Emory University and WellStar Health System which are resulting in 

forthcoming grant projects and peer-reviewed publications [see CV, 144,176,177], Additionally, I have 

shared my grant writing expertise with several KSU faculty across campus, including Drs. Vanessa 

Robinson-Dooley, Carol Collard, Barbara Blake, Lewis Van Brackle [125], Christina Scherrer [160], and 

Sam Abaidoo [154,155]. Currently, in my new position as Director of Research Development & Strategic 

Initiatives in the KSU Office of Research, I am leading the inaugural Summer Research Fellows program, 

training and mentoring 22 KSU faculty members on the research development and grant writing processes 

as well as directing the AY19-20 Office of Research Seed Grant Cohort [219-221].  

http://www.sense.nl/gfx_content/documents/ABCDE-indeling%20Scientific%20Publishers%20SENSE_approved_May_2009.pdf
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III. PROFESSIONAL SERVICE -- In this section, I describe how I exceed the SCJ criteria for 

noteworthiness in service at all levels [PTG, p.11-12] by participating in multiple departmental-level 

committees, participating on college-level committees, serving as a peer reviewer for journals, and other 

service expectations. I also articulate how my services enhances both my teaching and scholarship.  

A. Department – I have actively engaged in a variety of service activities within SCJ, starting as the 

scribe/secretary for department meetings during AY15-16. I also participated in several different 

departmental committees:  1) Undergraduate teaching/research assistant; 2) Teach-in planning; 3) 

Curriculum; and 4) the SCJ advisory planning. Additionally, I served on 2 successful search committees:  

for a Sociology Lecturer (Sp17) and for an Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice (F18) [223]. Within the 

Office of Research, I am a member of the Vice President for Research’s Leadership Team [219].  

B. College & University – I have served in a variety of capacities for both college and university level 

service. I am one of 2 elected CHSS representatives to the Undergraduate Policy and Curriculum 

Committee (UPCC) (AY17-20) [222]. I serve on 2 presidential commissions--LGBTQ issues and Gender & 

Worklife Issues. Further promoting research within CHSS and KSU, I serve on the 1) KSU-wide Research 

Advisory Committee (RAC); 2) CHSS R2 Roadmap for Research Committee [225]; 3) CHSS Grants 

Committee; and 4) a reviewer for the Graduate College applications for GRAs. Due to my dedication to UR, 

I served as the Coordinator for 2019 NCUR SCJ Abstracts, coordinating the reviews of about 100 student 

abstracts [226], and was one of 6 KSU faculty members selected to accompany the students to 2017 

NCUR in Memphis, TN [228]. Because of my commitment to online learning, I also served as a certified 

Quality Matters (QM) reviewer, reviewing 14 online courses developed by KSU faculty across campus 

[227]. In 2016, I served on the CAS Evaluation Committee for the Office of Fraternity & Sorority Life [231]. 

C. Discipline & Profession -- I regularly serve a peer reviewer for journals within my disciplines:  1) 

Sociological Inquiry; 2) Journal of Women’s Health; 3) Journal of Applied and Professional Sociology; 4) 

Social Science and Medicine; and 5) Health:  The International Journal for the Social Study of Health, 

https://chss.kennesaw.edu/scj/resources/Promotion_Tenure%20Sociology%20and%20Criminal%20Justice%2012_5_2018.pdf
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Illness, and Medicine [see CV]. I also served as a book manuscript reviewer for Peter Lang Publishing and 

Anthem Press [see CV, 235,236]. For the past several years, I have served as an abstract reviewer for the 

Society for Menstrual Cycle Research (SMCR) and the American Public Health Association annual 

conferences and for grants submitted to the US Department of Health and Human Services, Office of 

Women’s Health (see CV). Related to my growing focus the opioid epidemic and rural health, I am a 

member of the Substance Abuse Research Alliance (SARA), Heroin Working Group, and the Georgia Rural 

Health Networking Group (see CV). Most notable, as an active board member of the Society for Menstrual 

Cycle Research (SMCR), I served as the conference chair responsible for planning and overseeing a three-

day international biennial SMCR conference which was held at the KSU Center in June 2017 with over 160 

participants representing 16 different countries and a $35,000 budget [238]. Also as part of SMCR, I serve 

as one of 2 US representatives to the Period Empowerment Network (PEN) Project [232]. 

D. Community – As a 20+ year resident of Metro-Atlanta, community service is very important to me, 

especially when I can combine my civic duty with my academic interests. Most recently, I serve in 

leadership roles with Emory’s Autism Center [239], Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies of GA, Cobb County 

Senior Services, American Diabetes Association [186], Georgia Department of Public Health [210], and 

Someone Cares [234] [see CV].  

In conclusion, I strongly believe that I exceed the requirements for promotion to associate 

professor and tenure as documented in this narrative. I fully appreciate all of the opportunities provided by 

KSU to foster my continued growth in teaching, research, and service as well as the support and collegiality 

of my department, college, and the greater KSU community. I look forward to assuming additional 

leadership and mentoring responsibilities as an Associate Professor of Sociology and further deepening my 

effectiveness as an educator, my scholarly influence, and my contributions to my discipline and community, 

bringing greater prominence to KSU. 

 

http://www.menstruationresearch.org/conferences/

